
When Cagiva acquired Ducati in 1985, they approached

Massimo Thmburini. the ta in Bimota, to desigl a new chassis

for the Pantah. He called his new design the Paso, in memory
ol Benelli GP racer Renzo Pasolini. who was killed at Monza
in 1973. Departing from more recent Ducati practice,

Thmburini's cradle didn't use the engine as a stressed member.

It had much more sophisticated suspension than any previous

street Ducati with Marzocchi M1R lorks and a rising rate rear

suspensiolr systemr and had wide 16in wheels lront and rezu.

Changes to the 750 engine included turning the rear cylinder
so both inlet manifolds faced each other. Both cylinders could

thus be fed by a modified Weber twin-choke carburettor.

Carburation \,vas the source olmany complaints despite factory
jetting revisions. Problems with
an off idle and nrid-range flat
spot, backfiring when hot. and

tluottle lag notwithstanding, the

factory persevered with the

Weber until 1991. They at last

got thc new eneine right with
Mikuni carburettors.

The Paso also sullered lrom
excess weight at 195kg dry.

Testing one in conrpany with an

Fl . the Paso wa. a disapptrirrt-

nrent. It understeered badly and

wasn't particularly confidence

lllsplnng. I hrottle response was

poor compared with that lrom
the 750F1's Dell'Ortos.

But the Paso was Ducati's bid
lor a share ol the mainstream

market and the factory persisted

with it until 1990, by which time it was being heavily
discounted.

Its importance came with the ideas that accompanied it. For

the first time there was a comnritment to ease servicing. l'he
new liame design helped access to the rear cylinder head for
valve adjustment, and a simplihed rocker layout, incorporating

a spring clip on the openine rocker shaft, allowed the rocker to

be moved sideways easing shim removal.

By 1989 the 750 had evolved into che 906. Most changes

were to the engine, which now drew heavily lrom the new 851.

It used the 851's si-x-speed gearbox and became knoun-r as the

90tj - 6 to indicate si-r speeds. Actual capacity was 904cc. It
shared the 851's 92mm bore but was stroked lrom 64 to

68mm. Primary drive and clutch also came from the 851. The
disadvantage of all this extra engine sophistication was

increased r'veight, to 205k9.

The 906 lasted until 1990. It wasn't one of the factory's

most nremorable products. having only a two year production
run, but was destined fbr lfgher things when developed, lor
the 1991 season) into the fuel injected 907IE. Belore that

though, there were two other Weber carburated bikes, the 750




